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UCC Minister Gail O'Day Named Dean of Wake Forest Divinity School 

Gail O'Day, who has served as the Senior Associate Dean of Faculty and Academic 
Affairs, and A.H. Shatford Professor of Preaching and New Testament at Candler 
School of Theology, has been named dean of the Wake Forest University School of 
Divinity beginning on August 10th. Gail, who is a member of Central Congregational 
UCC, Atlanta, has been on the faculty of Candler since 1987. 

Chris Glaser Completing Interim Ministry at Virginia-Highland Church 

Chris Glaser, who has served as interim minister at Virginia-Highland Church (A Baptist 
and UCC Congregation) is completing his contract at the end of June. Chris, a well 
known theologian and author, will return to his career as a writer. He is in the process 
of exploring ministerial standing in the United Church of Christ. 

Rob Hunter, Privilege of Call Candidate, Called to Church in Michigan 

Rob Hunter, who recently secured privilege of call in the United Church of Christ, has 
been offered a call to serve First Congregational UCC, St. Clair, Ml. Rob had served 
on the staff of the Cathedral of the Holy Spirit in Decatur, was a graduate of Oral 
Roberts University, and most recently has worked with the staff at Central 
Congregational UCC, in which he is a member. He and his wife Zully are eager to 
begin this new ministry in June. 

John Gill, Church of the Savior, to be Married 

John Gill, who has served as pastor of Church of the Savior UCC, Knoxville, has 
announced that he will be married to Deborah Cliburn, a member of Church of the 
Savior, Roswell, GA, in the beginning of July. John and Deborah met during a TAP 
Global Theological Education event in Thailand. They will live in Knoxville. Our 
congratulations to them and their families. 

Ken Samuel Elected to UCC Board of Office of General Ministries 

We are pleased to announce that Ken Samuel, the pastor and founder of Victory 
Church UCC, Stone Mountain, GA, has been elected to the Board of Directors of the 
Office of General Ministries of the UCC. Ken joins other leaders of the Southeast 
Conference in serving in the national setting of the UCC. They include Elizabeth 
Clement, a member of First Congregational UCC, Atlanta, who not only serves on the 
Board of the Office of General Ministries, but also on the Unified Governance Working 
Group; Dorinda Broadnax of Community Congregational UCC, Montgomery, who 
serves on the Executive Council; Susannah Davis of Kirkwood UCC, Atlanta, on the 
Board of Local Church Ministries; Marcia Bentley of First Congregational Christian 
UCC, Birmingham, on the Board of Wider Church Ministries; and John Gill, Pastor, 
Church of the Savior UCC, Knoxville, on Justice and Witness Ministries. 
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Oklahoma City church continues 
legacy of dedicated member 
Stephanie Telleen chose to 
remember Mayflower 
Congregational United Church 
of Christ in her will when she 
passed away, leaving her 
half-million dollar estate to the 
church. Now the Oklahoma City 
church will use that estate to 
remember Telleen for her 
selflessness and generosity by 
funding two missions close to 
her heart. 
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Georgia-South Carolina and Alabama-Tennessee Committees on Ministry 
Updates 

On April 24th, the Georgia South Carolina Committee on Ministry granted student in 
care status to Kim Sorrells, a member of Central Congregational UCC, Atlanta. Kim is 
currently enrolled at Candler School of Theology. 

Over the last several months, the Alabama-Tennessee Committee on Ministry has 
acted to grant Roger Knight, Gilbert Miller, and Roy Siewart ordained ministerial 
standing. Roger is the retired conference minister of the Southeast Conference. All 
three are residents of Uplands Retirement Village in Pleasant Hill, TN. The Committee 
has recommended Lillian Hallstand Strahine, a member of Brookmeade 
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Congregational UCC, Nashville and Christophe Ringer, pastor of Howard 
Congregational UCC, Nashville, to an ecclesiastical council of the Association for 
consideration for ordination. Both were approved for ordination at the ALA-TN 
Association meeting in May. 
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